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church. He had a painful shock, he says, when he then
learned for the first time that the program of the Arch-
duke's trip contained, contrary to the Emperor's original
permission for a military tour, a solemn entry into Sara-
jevo.64 Bilinski's denial of any prior knowledge of the
Archduke's intended entry into Sarajevo can hardly be true,
because the Neue Freie Presse does not contain on June 28
any "program of the Archduke's trip to Bosnia"; it merely
gives an account of the day's maneuvers there. Moreover,
three weeks earlier, on June 4, it had already printed an
outline of the Archduke's trip, including the proposed visit
to Sarajevo, which he can hardly have failed to see. Fur-
thermore, on June 24 there was printed a detailed private
program of the trip for the information of officials,65 Bilin-
ski admits that a copy of this had been brought to him by
one of his assistants.66
The point that Bilinski was not consulted has been
made much of by writers who try to explain the responsi-
bility for the crime by emphasizing the "bevy of assassins"
lying in wait for the Archduke, the "criminal negligence"
of the Austrian police, the arrogance of Potiorek, and head-
strong obstinacy of Franz Ferdinand in ignoring the Joint
Finance Minister.67 In thus trying to put the blame on the
Austrian authorities they obscure the true conspiracy which
was developed at Belgrade. One of the main reasons which
they cite for putting the preparations into the hands of
Potiorek instead of Bilinski was said to be the Archduke's
desire to eliminate Court officials who might have placed
obstacles in the way of having the Duchess Sophie go to
64 Bilinski, I, 276.
65 Margutti, p. 146; c/. Seton-Watson, p. 107, note 2.
66 Bilinski, I, 274 f.
67 Seton-Watson, Sarajevo, pp.  106-117;  Wickham  Steed,  in  The
Nineteenth Century and After, LXXIX, 253-273; Recouly, Les Heures
Tragiques, pp. 180-182;  Chopin, Le Complot de Sarajevo, pp. 89-100;
Margutti, pp. 146 ff., 396 f.